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Smollett faces new raft of charges 


Actor accused of 
disorderly conduct in 
alleged hoax attack 


By MEGAN CREPEAU 
AND JASON MEISNER 


After a year of scathing head- 
lines, escalating legal battles and 
bizarre tabloid twists, former 
“Empire” actor Jussie Smollett 
will soon find himself in the same 
place he was last February — 
facing charges in a Cook County 


courtroom alleging he 
staged a hate crime on 
himself. 

A special Cook County 
grand jury on Tuesday 
indicted the actor on six 
counts of disorderly con- 
duct alleging he orches- 
trated the racist and ho- 
mophobic attack on a frigid night 
in downtown Chicago. 

The allegations were nearly 
identical to charges brought — and 
then mysteriously dropped — by 
Cook County prosecutors last 


A 
Smollett 


year, adding more contro- 
versy to a case that’s 
sparked months of breath- 
less international media 
coverage and become the 
defining issue in the up- 
coming state’s attorney 
primary election. 

Smollett, 37, is sched- 
uled to be arraigned on the new 
charges at the Leighton Criminal 
Court Building on Feb. 24, nearly a 
year to the day that he appeared in 
the same courthouse to face the 
original charges. 


In announcing the new indict- 
ment, special prosecutor Dan 
Webb, who was appointed six 
months ago to investigate all 
aspects of the Smollett investiga- 
tion, said further prosecution of 
the actor was “in the interest of 
justice.” 

‘Jussie Smollett planned and 
participated in a staged hate crime 
attack, and thereafter made nu- 
merous false statements to Chi- 
cago Police Department officers 
on multiple occasions, reporting a 
heinous hate crime that he, in fact, 


knew had not occurred,’ Webb 
said in a news release. 

Among the factors that went 
into the decision were “the exten- 
sive nature” of Smollett’s false- 
hoods, the massive amount of time 
and money Chicago police put 
into the investigation, and the 
strength of the evidence cited by 
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx’s own 
prosecutors in bringing the origi- 
nal charges, the Webb statement 
continued. 
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Are shooter 
drills ‘doing 
more harm 
than good’? 
Though required in Tl. 


schools, they’re said to 
traumatize students 


By ELyssA CHERNEY 
AND PETER NICKEAS 


Since last year, every school in 
Illinois has been required by law 
to conduct active shooter drills to 
prepare students for potential 
violence. But two national teacher 
unions are calling for an end to the 
practice of simulating violence 
during such drills because of the 
potentially harmful effects they 
can have on the mental health of 
students and teachers. 

The American Federation of 
Teachers and the National Educa- 
tors Association, along with anti- 
violence group Everytown for 
Gun Safety, said they want to end 
“simulations that mimic an actual 
incident” of gun violence during 
school safety drills. 

A paper jointly released Tues- 
day by the groups questions the 
benefits of involving students in 
active shooter drills at all and 
advises that, if children do partici- 
pate, the drills should be an- 
nounced beforehand, age-appro- 
priate and designed to minimize 
trauma. 

“They’re becoming more per- 
verse and obscene. Hiring strang- 
ers to wear masks and rattle the 
doors of classrooms without let- 
ting students or faculty know, 
shooting teachers with rubber 
bullets, students with fake blood 
lying in the hallway being asked to 
play the role of victims. All of these 
things have caused us over the 
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Sweet, spicy candy 
for Valentine’s Day 
Homemade candies add a little 


heat to convey the warmth of 
your affections. Food & Dining 


Shorter sentence 
sought for Stone 
Justice Department officials 


intervene to overrule prosecutors. 
Nation & World, Page 10 
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Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders takes the stage with is wife, Jane, on Tuesday night in Manchester, New Hampshire. 


Sanders edges Buttigieg 
for narrow NH victory 


Klobuchar rounds out top tier as Bennet, Yang drop out of the race 


By STEVE PEOPLES, 
KATHLEEN RONAYNE 
AND HUNTER WOODALL 
Associated Press 


MANCHESTER, N.H. — 
Bernie Sanders won New 
Hampshire’s presidential pri- 
mary election Tuesday night, 
narrowly edging moderate rival 
Pete Buttigieg and scoring the 
first clear victory in the Demo- 
cratic Party’s chaotic 2020 nomi- 
nation fight. 

In his win, the 78-year-old 
Sanders, a self-described demo- 


cratic socialist, beat back a 
strong challenger from the 38- 
year-old former Midwestern 
mayor — two men representing 
different generations and wings 
of their party. 

“This victory here is the be- 
ginning of the end for Donald 
Trump,” Sanders declared. 

As Sanders and Buttigieg cele- 
brated, an unexpectedly strong 
performance from Amy 
Klobuchar gave her a path out of 
New Hampshire as the contest 
moves on to the string of state- 
by-state primary contests that lie 


Klobuchar 


Buttigieg 


ahead. Joe Biden and Elizabeth 
Warren posted disappointing re- 
sults and were on track to finish 
with zero delegates from the 
state. 

The New Hampshire vote 


made clear that the early days of 
the Democratic contest will be a 
battle largely between two men 
four decades apart in age and 
ideological opposites. 

Sanders is a leading prog- 
ressive voice, calling for substan- 
tial government intervention in 
health care and other sectors of 
the economy. Buttigieg has 
pressed for more incremental 
changes, giving Americans the 
option of retaining their private 
health insurance and making a 


Turn to NH, Page 12 


Pediatrician probed to see 


Suicide note left by 
Evergreen Park doctor 
alerted Cook officials 


BY ZAK KOESKE, 
KATE THAYER 
AND JOHN KEILMAN 


Cook County sheriff’s police 
are investigating whether an 
Evergreen Park pediatrician 
who died by suicide last year had 
been falsifying documents for 


parents who did not want to 
vaccinate their children, Sheriff 
Tom Dart said. 

Dart said Tuesday that a 
suicide note Dr. Van Koinis left 
before taking his own life had 
raised questions about the 
record keeping ofvaccinations at 
his medical practice at 3830 W. 
95th St., Evergreen Park. 

The sheriff said investigators 
believe parents may have sought 
out Koinis, a known advocate of 
homeopathic medical tech- 


if vaccination docs faked 


niques, to obtain documentation 
showing their children had been 
immunized against communica- 
ble diseases when they had not. 

“He was well known for being 
someone who was into homeo- 
pathic medicine, and from what 
we have determined, it was well 
known that people opposed to 
vaccination could go to him) 
Dart said. 

He said it wasn’t clear how 
widespread the doctor’s appar- 
ent deception may have been, 


but that his suicide note men- 
tioned it dating back almost 10 
years. 

“The length of time he men- 
tioned and the fact that he was so 
focused on this as a regret of 
something he did and the fact he 
committed suicide led us to 
believe it was quite serious on 
many levels,” Dart said. 

While there is not evidence 
Koinis was failing to vaccinate 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast High36 Low 23 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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Prices good only at all 
Illinois Jewel-Osco stores. 


Dozen Rose Bunches 


is Friday 
February 14th 
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E CHOICE 
Bone in Strip 


Steak Any Size 
Package, Limit 6 mo 


419° 


lilly 


, AD Chocolate 


Covered 


99 
ea. 
Strawberries 4 ct. 


Fannie May 


Colonial 


Assortment 


Chocolates 
12.75 oz. Heart or 
14 oz. Box 


Single Item Price $19.99 


